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Child Support in Korea voluntary nature of the study. Each participant received a gift card valued at KRW 30,000 for participating in the study. All interviews were recorded and transcribed verbatim.
Participants
Of the 17 Korean divorced mothers, 13 mothers had uncontested divorces, while four mothers had contested divorces. Table 1 shows the characteristics of the participants. The average age of the divorced mothers was 38 with a range of 27 to 47 years at the time of the interviews. In terms of the mothers' education level, all of the mothers had at least a high school degree and four mothers had a 2-year or 4-year college degree. All mothers were employed with some of them being sales personnel, part-time workers, or working for self-support programs. The mothers' median monthly household income was KRW 1,000,000 with a range of KRW 500,000 to KRW 3,000,000. Based on the 2009 Korean poverty guidelines 1 , these mothers were relatively low-income. Six mothers received welfare at the time of the interview (ID 4, 5, 7, 9, 10, & 17) . These mothers, however, were not on welfare before the divorce except for one mother. The average number of children they had was two with a range of one to three.
Data Analysis
Inductive analysis (Thomas, 2006) 
Results

Decisions on Child Support during the Divorce Process
Overall, the Korean divorced mothers did not experience much confl ict with the fathers regarding child support at the time of the divorce since these Korean divorced parents did not take child support agreements seriously. Out of the 17 Korean divorced mothers in this study, 14 mothers agreed to receive child support, and three mothers agreed not to receive child support from the fathers at the time of their divorce. Out of the 14 mothers who agreed to receive child support, 11 mothers decided the specific amount of child support, while three mothers did not decide the amount. These mothers determined child support payments in four ways: (a) refl ecting on the parents' fi nancial or parenting situation, (b) agreeing to the father's arbitrary decision, (c) agreeing to the usual amount of child support set in the court, or (d) not receiving child support.
Refl ecting on the parents' fi nancial or parenting situation
Six mothers said that they decided the amount of child support based on both the mother's or father's economic and parenting situations (ID 5, 8, 9, 12, 14, & 16) . One mother with two daughters said that she mostly determined the support payments based on the cost of raising children and the father's income. She said, "I asked him to pay KRW 2,000,000 [per month] for child support and he accepted it. I considered the cost for the children's education, food, clothing, things like that…. He makes enough money to pay it" (ID 8).
Another mother with two children explained that she determined the amount based on how much the father could pay.
She said, "When he sent the children back to me, I asked for more money since costs for raising children were considerable. But since he had limited ability to pay it, he wanted to pay KRW 250,000 per month" (ID 12). One mother with two young children experienced some confl ict when determining the amount of child support since the father did not understand the necessary expenses for raising children. This mother developed an official parenting agreement regarding child support based on the modifi ed divorce law.
I asked him for KRW 1,500,000 [a month for child support] because I lived in this house with monthly rent, and private
International Journal of Human Ecology
www.khea.or.kr Seohee Son education was very expensive these days. In addition to education expenses, I had to buy clothes for the children and to pay child care for the two children. So I needed at least that amount of money for raising these children. He questioned why I needed that much money. I responded by asking him to think about the total costs for raising children…. I also told him that I only asked him to pay KRW 1,500,000 after considering his economic condition (ID 14) .
Agreeing to the father's arbitrary decision
Five mothers left the decisions about what to pay to the fathers (ID 1, 2, 6, 7, & 17) since they thought if the fathers cared about their children, the fathers would be willing to pay child support at their own discretion regardless of having specified agreements on child support. Two mothers who developed offi cial parenting agreements under the modified divorce law said that they determined the child support payments based on the fathers'
arbitrary decisions about what to pay (ID 1 & 2). These mothers, however, acknowledged that they decided the amount for child support only for the purpose of filing the parenting agreement forms with the court and did not expect the father to pay it. Some fathers may have even wanted to "save face" or to simply comply with the paperwork requirement by promising the mothers that they would pay an unrealistic amount of child support considering their ability. One mother said that the paperwork did not refl ect any real amount she expected to receive:
If he had enough fi nancial ability, I would ask him to pay child support. However, in my case, since he was poor, I asked him to arbitrarily write an amount of child support in the parenting agreement document. Then he said that he would pay either KRW 200,000 or KRW 300,000 a month. We easily did the paperwork, but I have not received any money from him after the divorce…. I told him that child support was not for me but for his children. If he sent that money to me, I would appreciate it. However, since this parenting agreement form was just a perfunctory piece of paperwork to get divorced, he just wrote down the amount that he wanted to pay. He wrote the amount by himself. I did not ask him how much he could pay (ID 1).
ID 2 provided a long discussion about the difference between the paperwork and the amount the father actually paid. However, she thought that the unrealistic amount of child support the father wrote in the parenting agreements refl ected how much he loved his children regardless of whether he paid the actual amount:
It was not difficult to write that document. He wrote that he would pay KRW 1,500,000 [per month] for child support…. I just wanted to get divorced quickly…. I decided not to receive child support from him. I just asked him to give me legal and physical custody of the son. Anyway, he did not have assets.
Since he also had credit card debt, more than half of his income had been used to pay his debt during our marriage. In addition, he was so cheap because he often changed his mind about paying child support. At fi rst, I said that I would have legal and physical custody and not receive child support. Then, he agreed.
Later, he said that he would pay it. He changed his mind again and said that he wouldn't pay it. I also didn't want to receive it since if I received it, he would meddle [in how I raised the child] (ID 13).
When one mother wanted to have legal and physical custody of the children, the father agreed to that idea at fi rst. However, when they talked about child support, the father tried to negotiate with the mother on custody. The father thought that the mother would be selfi sh if she wanted both custody and child support payments since he also wanted to raise the child. In addition, this mother thought it would be demeaning if she asked for child support from the father.
I had custody of the children with the condition that I didn't expect child support. Because of my dignity, I did not want to ask him to pay child support at that time. These days, I
wonder about it, realizing that receiving child support would not be related to my pride. But at that time, I thought that way and did not want to receive it from him. I also thought that if I received the money, I had to let the child see him. I did not want any more contact with him. If the child was old enough, I
would send her to see him alone. But because she was young, I had to go with her or he had to come over to my house. I was uncomfortable with that…. He told me that he would take the child from me if I asked him for child support. He said that I shouldn't ask for child support because I wanted to raise her not because he did not want to have her. In addition, the father's parenting environment was actually better than mine…. So I did not ask for either alimony or child support and only asked him to agree that I had legal and physical custody of her (ID 11).
Mothers' Experiences with Child Support after Divorce
Many mothers talked about the diffi culties that they had faced when trying to receive child support from the fathers. Many of these difficulties related to the child support policy in Korea. 
Child support as a personal issue
For some mothers, child support was an issue that they personally dealt with. They believed that child support payments depended on the fathers' sense of moral responsibility, but if the fathers did not follow their moral responsibility, the mothers had to personally deal with this issue whether they gave up receiving it or fought with the fathers. Two mothers who regularly received child support expressed concern that there was great uncertainty about whether the fathers' payments would end since they only relied on the fathers' sense of moral responsibility. The only preparation the mothers had for an uncertain future was to save the child support that they received in case the fathers stopped paying. One mother explained her concerns:
I'm worried since it is uncertain if he will stop paying it. He pays it regularly, but it is a fact that he could stop it…. I'm always concerned about this. It is very important for me to save Limited legal support resources are available for needy lowincome mothers. Although several mothers received these free legal support services to help them take legal action, they experienced difficulties in getting free legal advice because the processes were time-consuming and somewhat complex for the mothers. In addition, the mothers were unable to verify the fathers' fi nancial status to take legal action if the fathers were self-employed or hid their assets. Furthermore, the mothers were unlikely to benefi t from these legal services since child support orders are not enforceable.
One low-income mother noted that even if she took any legal action, it would not really help her receive child support from the father right away. She said:
He was self-employed, so there was no way to figure out his income…. I couldn't consult with even a judicial scrivener because of its cost. I filed the divorce suit by myself and ran around [to have free legal advice] since consultants from any free legal advice service didn't explain specifically via phone calls. I found this free lawyer, met with him, and listened to the lawyer. The lawyer told me that there was an execute order, but it was only possible when the father had a regular income. So I told him that it wasn't meaningful for me to have a court order mothers, but since we don't have that kind of system, it is too diffi cult for mothers to receive it (ID 4).
Mothers' Perspectives on Parenting Agreements
Most Korean divorced mothers emphasized that they preferred voluntary involvement in parenting from the fathers instead of forcing them to participate by developing parenting agreements.
The mothers acknowledged the necessity of having parenting agreements but they were concerned about its effectiveness. These mothers believed that the parenting agreements required by the modified law were important, but they doubted its effectiveness since it is not enforceable by law. Nevertheless, the mothers often said, "It would be better with it than without it." One mother said:
Well, it would be helpful from the custodial parents' perspective…. But it isn't enforceable…. But there would be a difference between having the documentation and not having International Journal of Human Ecology www.khea.or.kr Seohee Son it…. If there is a document, one out of ten fathers who didn't pay child support without it, will pay it after the change. More fathers will pay it if they write it. It will be helpful but it won't be harmful (ID 6).
Some mothers, however, did not think that the required parenting agreements will be helpful if the fathers do not care about their children by themselves. One mother said, "It depends on his free will, since it is not enforceable. If he doesn't want to visit, he won't. Since he doesn't pay child support, he won't keep a visitation schedule" (ID 4). Another mother also had a similar negative perception because she felt the parenting agreements were unenforceable. This mother placed more importance on the father's sincere interest in his children. She believed that the father's attitude could not be regulated by the legal document. She said:
It is just paperwork…. when people agree verbally, yet they don't keep the agreements. It would be better to make this clear by having a document, but I think it is just a piece of paper. If fathers really mean to do it, they will do it whether there is a legal agreement or not…. Even if he doesn't keep the agreement, it isn't enforceable by law. I don't think that it is important (ID 12).
In this aspect, most Korean divorced mothers highlighted the importance of the fathers' voluntary participation in parenting.
They wanted the fathers to pay child support voluntarily instead of developing a legal document of parenting agreement, arguing with the fathers to receive child support, or taking any legal action.
One mother explained why she did not ask the father to pay child support or not take any legal action to receive it:
It would be good if the father paid child support because he sincerely wants to pay it. If he signs an agreement, it is [only based on] responsibility to fulfill it. Fathers also have a responsibility to take care of their children. But if it doesn't come from their heart as a parent, I don't think it is meaningful…. Is it too much for me to ask that the emotional aspect should be considered?.... I really hate to ask him for money. If he took care of it by himself, it would be great (ID 13).
The current policy leaves divorced parents with the responsibility for involvement and voluntarily paying or collecting child support with a lack of resources to support divorced parents.
Thus, many of the divorced mothers did not see the parenting agreements as effective documents when it came to involvement or child support payments. Most of the Korean divorced mothers wanted voluntary involvement in parenting from the fathers even though they acknowledged the importance of the legal system to help divorced parents.
Discussion
The study provides a better understanding of how Korean (Bartfeld, 2000) .
These guidelines are also enforced so children are assured of their rights. However, the economic well-being of many of the Korean children of divorce has declined compared to when they lived with both parents since a considerable number of children of divorce do not receive any support from their noncustodial fathers. Many of the Korean divorced mothers in this study experienced fi nancial troubles after the divorce. As they reported, fi ve mothers who were on welfare were not on welfare before the divorce, but ended up relying on welfare after the divorce. support is for their children's fi nancial well-being instead of being related to the parents' personal relationship. The mothers' wellbeing as opposed to the children's well-being seemed to be the main issue, even though many of these mothers were willing to sacrifi ce their own well-being to maintain the well-being of their children. Some mothers decided not to receive child support since they did not want to associate with the fathers after their divorce or they interpreted either asking for money or receiving money from the fathers as demeaning for themselves. In addition, many of the fathers did not seem to care about their children's economic wellbeing. For some of the fathers, when they provided child support for their children, they provided it to control the relationship with their ex-spouses but not for the sake of their children.
The 2007 modification of the civil law requires divorcing parents to develop parenting agreements prior to divorce in which they should clearly outline child support and visitation. It is an important move to require offi cial agreements on parenting after divorce. However, the findings of this study suggest that these parenting agreements have not become a formal structure to help divorcing parents think through their parenting issues and the well-being of their children in advance. For many parents in the present study, these agreements seem like just paperwork to be completed to finalize their divorce because this policy was introduced without social consensus on parenting responsibilities after divorce and legal restrictions. Most of all, even though the child support policy indicates that child support is a shared responsibility between both parents, some divorced parents did not refl ect this idea in their decision making. If noncustodial fathers do not fulfi ll their responsibilities, some mothers cannot rely on the child support policy but have to deal with the fathers personally to receive child support. As a result, some of the mothers in this study often deemphasized their parenting agreements. Several mothers also expressed their personal feelings such as feeling demeaned or, in contrast, feeling grateful for the fathers' meeting their parental responsibilities. These personal feelings would not be necessary if the policy enforced the fathers' responsibility to pay child support. Researchers have claimed that a stronger child support policy would improve the level of living of children and their custodial mothers (Cha, 2006; Lee, 2009) . Bartfeld (2000) also claimed that the divorce policy needs to help divorced parents clearly understand their responsibilities and rights and emphasize the defi nition of child support as the primary means to share childrelated costs after divorce. Therefore, it is important to have strong child support guidelines and effective child support collection systems in Korea. Fortunately, the Korean government introduced a new law concerning child support enforcement in March 2014 and this law will be effective in March 2015 (Ministry of Government Legislation, 2014) . This collection method for child support payments will be important to secure the economic wellbeing of children, so it will benefit children of divorce and their custodial parents. Further research on the effect of the child support enforcement policy on custodial parents' experiences with child support should be investigated.
It is necessary to expand parenting education for divorcing parents to increase their knowledge and responsibilities of parenting after divorce. As the fi ndings of this study indicate, the divorced mothers preferred to have noncustodial fathers' voluntary child support payments instead of enforcing it by law. Previous research has reported positive effects of parenting education on divorced parents' parenting roles and responsibilities including increased awareness of the children's needs as separate from the parents' needs, increased parenting skills, and a greater willingness to establish a healthier coparenting relationship (Cookston, Braver, Griffi n, Delusé, & Miles, 2007; Kelly, 2006; Markham & Coleman, 2012) . The fi ndings of this research could be useful for developing education curriculum for divorcing parents in Korea.
It is important to comment on the limitations of this study.
This study was conducted shortly after the law modifi cation and This study provides further explanations of how Korean divorced mothers decided and experienced child support after divorce by listening to the mothers' voices. This study also contributes to expanding our understanding of how the Korean divorce policy is related to divorced mothers' experiences of child support by comparing mothers who experienced divorce before and after the law modifi cation. The fi ndings and implications of the present study will be useful for further improvement of the current divorce policy and research in Korea.
